
 
 

 
 
 
News Release 
 
Winning stories from Jane Austen Short Story Competition published 
in new anthology 
 
Beguiling Miss Bennet, a new collection of contemporary stories taking their 
inspiration from characters in Jane Austen’s novels, will be launched on Tuesday 
22 September at Chawton House Library 
 
The Library in Hampshire, which is a leading research centre for early English 
women’s writing, ran the short story competition in collaboration with publishers 
Honno Press, who aim to give modern-day women writers wider opportunities for 
their work to be published.    
 
Speakers at the launch will include the winner of the competition Pamela Holmes, 
who will read a passage from her story and talk about her inspiration for taking 
part.  Since winning, Pamela has gone on to publish her first novel and is now 
working on a collection of short stories. 
 
Dr Gillian Dow, Executive Director of Chawton House Library said: ‘It seems 
fitting that Jane Austen is inspiring new writers – and especially new women 
writers, as although she is the most famous woman novelist of her time, she was, in 
fact, only one of a thriving community of early literary women who influence and 
inspired each other’. 
 
Dr Gillian Dow added ‘We were overwhelmed by the quality of the fantastic entries 
we received for the competition and would like to heartily congratulate the winner 
and finalists who are now published authors’.   
 
The launch will take place in the Dining Room of Chawton House Library, where 
Jane Austen is known to have dined with her brother Edward. 
 
Tickets cost £8.50 and the book will be available to buy for £8.99 on the evening.   
 
Speaking of the new collection, Caroline Oakley, Editor for Honno Press said: 
‘There’s something for everyone in this volume, from a crotchety old Scotswoman 
who’s been stymied by true love, to genuine compassion and concern from 
Frederick Wentworth for his new bride, Anne, and the desperate ghost of Mary 
Price who wishes to stay in this world and see more of it than her cloistered home 
allows.’ 
 
Caroline added: ‘I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I enjoyed editing it, and 
more’. 
 
More information and ticket sales can be found on Chawton House Library’s 
website www.chawtonhouselibrary.org.  

http://www.chawtonhouselibrary.org/


ENDS 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
For further information, please contact Helena Earnshaw 
press@honno.co.uk / 01970 623150 / www.honno.co.uk 
 
Beguiling Miss Bennett is available from the 22nd September 2015, priced at £8.99. 
ISBN: 9781909983304. Beguiling Miss Bennet is the third in the series of 
anthologies of the winners of the Jane Austen Short Story Award. The first two are 
Dancing with Mr Darcy (ISBN: 9781906784089) and Wooing Mr Wickham 
(ISBN: 9781906784324) both published by Honno Press. 
 
About Chawton House Library (www.chawtonhouselibrary.org) 
 
Chawton House Library is one of the world’s leading centres for the study of the 
lives and works of women writing in English between 1600 and 1830 and home to 
a unique collection of rare books and manuscripts. 
 
Writers whose work is held in the collection include Jane Austen, Aphra Behn, 
Frances Burney, Mary Robinson, Mary Shelley, Frances Sheridan and Mary 
Wollstonecraft. 
 
Chawton House Library opened as a UK-registered charity in 2003 after seven 
years of extensive restoration work on the historic house and gardens, which are 
open to visitors and sit within the South Downs National Park.  
 
The house itself is more than 400 years old and its history is interwoven with the 
family story of Jane Austen, whose brother inherited the house in 1826 after being 
adopted in 1784 by the Knight family who owned the estate. 
 
Chawton House Library enjoys close links with the University of Southampton and 
provides research facilities for their students studying for an MA in Eighteenth-
Century Studies. 
 
The charity also runs education and outreach services, offering educational visits 
to schools, colleges and universities. This includes working in partnership with the 
Jane Austen House Museum, also in Chawton, to provide Austen-themed visits to 
support school curriculums. In 2012, Chawton House Library was awarded the 
Sandford Award for Heritage Education in recognition of their work.   
 
About Honno Press (www.Honno.co.uk) 
 
Honno Welsh Women’s Press was set up in 1986 by a group of women who felt 
strongly that women in Wales needed wider opportunities to see their writing in 
print and to become involved in the publishing process. Our aim is to develop the 
writing talents of women in Wales, give them new and exciting opportunities to see 
their work published and often to give them their first ‘break’ as a writer.  

http://www.chawtonhouselibrary.org/

